


National Beef Training Centre
• Cattle housing, handling and

demonstration area
• Cattle sourced from our own dairy

herd and from UK and continental
breed suckler herds 

• Programme of beef production
research projects

Arable farming and sheep
• Mixed arable and livestock system
• Arable cropping: cereals (including

maize), oilseed rape and potatoes
• Grassland
• Flock of 250 mule ewes and their

replacements
• Short rotation coppice willow area

Hilary Benn, 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

at the National Beef Training Centre, Askham Bryan College

Investing in your future:

Westfield Farm
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Where: York 

Entry requirements: no specific qualifications
although Entry Level 3 or GCSE study is helpful.
Important details are on pages 20-21 and 105-106. 

What’s involved?
An introduction to what’s involved in farming and
agricultural work, plus learning how to work safely
and effectively and how to develop your own
performance so you can move on to further study
or employment. 

The course covers:

• Transport, tractor operations, tools and
equipment

• Introduction to wildlife and conservation

• Helping to maintain the health and wellbeing of
animals

• Introduction to crop systems

• Safe working practices

• Learning to develop your own performance 

There’s a mixture of classroom work and practical
tasks.

Agriculture
AGRICULTURE: LEVEL 1

NPTC Level 1 Diploma in Land Based Studies: Agriculture
1 year (full time)

What next?
If you do well you could progress to a First Diploma
in Agriculture or an Apprenticeship.
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AGRICULTURE: LEVEL 2

BTEC First Diploma: Agriculture
1 year full time (or 2 years part time)

Where: full time at York; part time at York, Bedale
or Guisborough 

Entry requirements: usually at least 4 GCSEs at
grade E (English and maths are advisable) or a
Level 1 qualification. Important details are on 
pages 20-21 and 100-101. 

What Next?
Further study – move on to a Level 3 course such as
the National Diploma or an Advanced
Apprenticeship. 

Careers – opportunities to work as tractor drivers,
machine operators, livestock herds people etc, or a
first step on the ladder towards farm management
or head stockperson on your home farm or
elsewhere.

What’s involved?
A broad introduction to the agriculture sector to
prepare you for work or further study, including
work experience. 

Study subjects such as: 

• Agricultural crop production

• Farm animal production

• Land based machinery operation 

• Practical land based skills 

• Agriculture industry and organisations 

• Work related experience (one day each week)

Possible options to combine with an NVQ Level 2 or
Apprenticeship.

Includes lectures, practical sessions, talks by guest
speakers, trips and visits.

Assessed through assignments, practical work,
written and spoken tests.

30



Agriculture
AGRICULTURE: LEVEL 3

BTEC National Diploma: Agriculture 
2 years full time 

Where: York

Entry requirements: usually at least 4 GCSEs at
grade C (English and maths are advisable) or a
similar Level 2 qualification. Important details are
on pages 20-21 and 105-106. 

What’s involved?
Incorporating the National Award, there’s in depth
study of a wide range of agriculture and related
subjects, including considerable work experience to
prepare you for a career in the sector or further
study at degree level. 

Study a total of 18 units:

Essential units 

• Principles of animal science, plant and soil
sciences  

• Business management for land based industries 

• An investigative project of your own

• Work experience (one day each week in both
years) 

Optional units

• Choose fourteen from a wide range of subjects
including detailed aspects of land based
machinery, livestock or crop husbandry
techniques, diversification and estate skills 

Includes lectures, practical sessions, visits to major
agricultural events and local businesses.  

Assessed through assignments, practical work,
written and oral tests.

What Next?
Further study – move on to a foundation or
honours degree in agriculture, countryside
management or a related subject.  

Careers – opportunities include management and
supervisory positions in a wide range of
agricultural occupations.
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AGRICULTURE: LEVEL 2 (WORK BASED LEARNING)

Apprenticeship (NPTC NVQ Level 2) Agricultural Crops or Livestock
1-2 years (block release) 

Where: York 

Entry requirements: you need 4 GCSEs at grade C
or above (English and maths are advisable) or an
appropriate Level 2 qualification.  

What’s involved?
‘On the job’ work based training, supplemented by
six blocks of one-week study at College. You usually
need a job or work placement but there are other
opportunities to enter as a programme led
apprentice (see page 12 and 13 for details).  

The Apprenticeship includes:

• NVQ at Level 2 in either mixed farming, livestock
production, poultry production or crop
production

• Functional skills (e.g. application of number and
communication at Level 1)

• Emergency First Aid

• A legislative or nationally recognised certificate
(such as safe use of pesticides, forklift trucks, or
ATV)

You make a folder of your work (called a portfolio
of evidence) to show what you can do competently
and well. There are also written or online
assessments for functional skills. What next?

Further study – move on to a Level 3
qualification such as an Advanced
Apprenticeship or National Diploma.

Careers – as a technical level agricultural
worker, perhaps in permanent employment at
your work placement or in similar employment
with another business. 
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Agriculture
AGRICULTURE: LEVEL 3 (WORK BASED LEARNING)

Advanced Apprenticeship (NPTC NVQ Level 3) 
Agricultural Crops or Livestock
1-2 years (block release) 

Where: Thirsk 

Entry requirements: normally an Apprenticeship or
NVQ Level 2. Important details are on pages 20-21
and 105-106.  

What’s involved?
‘On the job’ work based training, supplemented by
six blocks of one-week study at College. You usually
need a job or work placement with a certain
amount of responsibility, (see pages 12 and 13 for
more details).  

The Advanced Apprenticeship includes:

• NVQ at Level 3 in mixed farming, crop, livestock
or poultry production 

• Functional Skills (e.g. communication and ICT at
Level 1; application of number at Level 2)

• Emergency First Aid

• A legislative or nationally recognised certificate
(such as safe use of pesticides, forklift trucks, or
ATV)

You make a folder of your work (called a portfolio
of evidence) to show what you can do competently
and well. There are also written or online
assessments for functional skills. 

What Next?
Further study – move on to a degree such as the Foundation Degree in
Agriculture.

Careers – a wide variety of opportunities from herdsperson, shepherd,
specialist tractor or machinery operator to self employed contractor. With
this qualification you can claim Craftsperson grade pay under the
Agricultural Wages order. 

Above: Apprentice James Sowray,
with Anthony Knowles, Employer
Services Director for the National
Apprenticeship Service, at
Askham Bryan College for the
launch of Apprenticeship
Vacancies Online.
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Fantasy farming

Farmers involved in the Fantasy Farming
competition at the National Beef Training Centre at
Askham Bryan College found out how to make
money out of black and white bull calves and had
the chance to win a trip to the Calgary Stampede.
Find out more on our website: 

www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/fantasy_farmer

Supported by

The Region’s
Development Agency
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